	EXTREME

Public

Persecution of

Homosexuals

Ex:  Fred Phelps of Topeka, Kansas
	Activist

Public Policy:
To name marriage as only between a man and woman.    Many accept legal recognitions.

	P

U

B

L

I

C


	Activist

Public Policy:
To work toward marriage equality and human rights protections.
	EXTREME

Public Displays of flamboyant behavior

Ex: ACT Up

	Alarmed

Expect Purity in church relationships. See a threat to family.

Ex.  Dobson

Institute for Religion and Democracy

Fundamentalists 

	Moderate

Support non-discrimination.

Churches do not ordain open persons. 

Ex: Official policy of most mainline denominations,

many evangelicals.
	D
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M
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N
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T
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O
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	Moderate

Support protection of human rights and will ordain if person is celibate, chaste or monogamous.

Ex: United Church of Christ

Evangelical MCC
	Advocate

Seek to change position of churches and denominations to acceptance.
Ex: Soul Force, Welcoming and Affirming Churches

	PURIFICATION
	CLARIFICATION
	
	ACCEPTANCE
	AFFIRMATION

	To Heal: Change

Ministries are offered to help person change from homosexual to heterosexual.

Ex. Exodus
	Moderate

Members are accepted, celibacy expected.  Leaders are not accepted if open. (Don’t ask, don’t tell)
	C

H

U

R

C

H

E
S


	Moderate

Members are accepted and as leaders if celibate, chaste or monogamous. Same as heterosexual.
	To Heal:

Bless

Couple Blessings, Holy Unions and Marriage where legal.

	EXTREME

Removing Members,

Disowning in Families,

Rejection in Friendships.
	Within our Families

Family members are accepted if celibate or when not in the presence of life partners.
	F

A

M

I

L

Y

	Within our Families 

Family members accepted as they are with or without life partners. Same norms as applied to heterosexual family.


	EXTREME

Permissive of promiscuity in both homosexuals and heterosexuals.

Ex: As seen in some T.V.












CHRISTIAN RESPONSES TO HOMOSEXUALITY


A Schematic to foster dialogue by Rev. Cheryl R. Thomas, M.Div.  2005




















