Dear Colleagues

On May 24 a congenial –though not single-minded –group gathered at Gove Hill for a day’s conference on “Facing The Issue” of homosexual leadership among ABCUSA clergy.  

Within the context of gracious hosting by Bill & Bernice Clark –and delicious snacks and lunch –the day’s agenda included worship; sharing of concerns; viewing a video, “I Do Exist” in which several ex-homosexuals tell their personal stories; distribution of materials for ministering in love and truth to homosexual individuals, and open discussion on personal experiences dealing with the very real needs and fears of those who self-identify as gay or lesbian. It was noted that the very existence of ex-gays has been subject to censorship in major media, and many people still believe the misinformation of the ‘80s that homosexuality is a human trait that is innate and immutable rather than a mode of behavior that is acquired and is now being reinforced by the politically correct culture. Former homosexuals present themselves as proof that these are lies.

After lunch there was discussion on strategizing for dealing with the immediate issue of a Ministers Council proposed by-law change, the Jerusalem Councils and other gatherings to deal with the issue, and the role of our Ministers Council Senators in representing the ABCVNH clergy at the upcoming national MC Senate meeting this summer. 

Ministers Council Senator Mark Ferrin dealt with a number of questions from the group.  He and the new ABCVNH Ministers Council President, David Wood, will represent us at the summer Senate meeting, and there was some concern that the more conservative side of the issue needed to be assured in this representation, especially since it was so clearly and strongly expressed at the April 11 Jerusalem Council in Lebanon NH.  

It was acknowledged that American Baptist ministerial leadership is needed in our culture on this issue –among the clergy, certainly; but also within the Region and within our churches to inform and clarify for American Baptists what the truth is –from scripture, from medicine, from science, and from the testimony of individuals who are involved or were at some time involved in the “gay lifestyle.”  Truth needs to be kept in “perfect balance” –as Jesus did –with the accepting love that all of us need and desire; relationships cannot be sacrificed, nor can truth be twisted, for the sake of the other.

As we closed the meeting, all stood in a circle with hands joined together and we lifted up our prayers for God’s Spirit to guide us, our churches, our region, and our denomination as we face the issue of homosexual leadership among our clergy and in our churches and denomination. 

I am including with this email a few links to resources that we found useful for information and resources to be used in our ministry regarding the issue of sexuality and relationships. These are selected on the basis of positive ministry that is Biblically sound and person-centered. They provide a perspective conspicuously missing in the popular media.  Please access the websites and browse for helpful items of interest (one needn’t ‘buy’ their whole package). Pro-gay websites are easily found via “search” and should be critiqued on the basis of reliable truth rather than ideology. 

Blessings,
Dave Garrecht

PS: Reminder: this endeavor is not (yet) an official ABCVNH program; it is grassroots clergy concerned for an issue that is tearing at the fabric of our American Baptist denomination.


LINKS

http://ministerscouncil.com/JerusalemCouncilProcess/default.aspx

http://www.drthrockmorton.com/idoexist.asp

http://www.drthrockmorton.com/

http://inqueery.com/

http://www.exodus-international.org/ 

http://pfox.org/

http://www.narth.com/ 

http://familyresearchinst.org/

http://www.frc.org/file.cfm?f=RESEARCH&iss=HS 

http://www.cultureandfamily.org/cfi/ 

http://missionamerica.com/ 

http://traditionalvalues.org/ 

http://traditionalvalues.org/urban/ 

http://www.teihartford.com/ 

http://www.hopeforhomosexuals.com/ 

http://www.sbministries.org/tract.html  

http://www.afa.net/homosexual_agenda/ 

http://www.truthatschool.org/ 

http://associate.com/ministry_files/Ministry_to_Homosexuals.shtml 

http://www.abidingtruth.com/

http://www.ccv.org/index.htm 

http://www.family.org/
