Wrestling With God
Genesis 32 (The Message Translation)
But during the night he got up and took his two wives, his two maidservants, and his eleven children and crossed the ford of the Jabbok. He got them safely across the brook along with all his possessions.

But Jacob stayed behind by himself, and a man wrestled with him until daybreak. When the man saw that he couldn't get the best of Jacob as they wrestled, he deliberately threw Jacob's hip out of joint.

The man said, "Let me go; it's daybreak."

Jacob said, "I'm not letting you go 'til you bless me."

The man said, "What's your name?"

He answered, "Jacob."

The man said, "But no longer. Your name is no longer Jacob. From now on it's Israel (God-Wrestler); you've wrestled with God and you've come through."

Jacob asked, "And what's your name?"

The man said, "Why do you want to know my name?" And then, right then and there, he blessed him. Jacob named the place Peniel (God's Face) because, he said, "I saw God face-to-face and lived to tell the story!"

Do you like wrestling?  When I think of wrestling I think of Hulk Hogan, Andre the Giant, Dick the Bruiser, and Cowboy Bob Ellis.  There are many others, and the ones. I listed may date me.  Other than Hulk Hogan, they were popular when I was young.

Where I went to high school, wrestling was unheard of.  “Sports” was either basketball or baseball.  If you didn't do one of those and wanted to be in an extracurricular activity, you could play in the band.  If you didn't play in the band you're just not with it.  I admit that I was just not with it.
When I turned 40 I discovered a different form of wrestling, Japanese wrestling, not sumo, judo.  For years I played judo.  That gave me a whole new perspective on wrestling.

There is yet another form of wrestling which is important.  It is not taught and there are no dojos dedicated to it.  It is wrestling with God.

Wrestling with God is something else entirely, and I believe that the ABC/USA is in a unique place in history.  Similar to the story in Genesis, as a denomination we have camped by the brook.  And as was true Jacob, we see our brother coming from afar with several hundred armed men.  We're coming to a face-off.

Jacob had done everything he could to make peace with his brother.  Now, the night before the face-to-face meeting, Jacob has a chance to change his focus.

There, beside that small stream Jacob began to wrestle with God.  Note the struggle was not a theological debate. Theological debates include things about what's right or wrong according to whatever scriptures or teachings are available.  There's no indication that that's what was going on with Jacob.  The description is simply that he wrestles till dawn and still refused to let go.  He ends up with his hip thrown out of joint.
It seems to me that the current issue in our denomination  is primarily a struggle with one another.  We have camped by the brook and I fear that we are at risk of trying to avoid the long night of wrestling with God.  It seems to me that we have in effect not bothered with a long night of struggle; it seems to me we are in danger of just jumping across the brook and going at Esau.  What Jacob did was wrestle, and he refused to let go until he received a blessing.  The blessing he received was to be called God Wrestler.
Let us shift to another night.  In this one it was Jesus who struggles.  
Matthew 26.  (The Message Translation)
Then Jesus went with them to a garden called Gethsemane and told his disciples, "Stay here while I go over there and pray." Taking along Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, he plunged into an agonizing sorrow. Then he said, "This sorrow is crushing my life out. Stay here and keep vigil with me."

Going a little ahead, he fell on his face, praying, "My Father, if there

is any way, get me out of this. But please, not what I want. You, what do you want?"

When he came back to his disciples, he found them sound asleep.

He said to Peter, "Can't you stick it out with me a single hour? Stay alert; be in prayer so you don't wander into temptation without even knowing you're in danger. There is a part of you that is eager, ready for anything in God. But there's another part that's as lazy as an old dog sleeping by the fire."

He then left them a second time. Again he prayed, "My Father, if there is no other way than this, drinking this cup to the dregs, I'm ready. Do it your way."

When he came back, he again found them sound asleep. They simply couldn't keep their eyes open. This time he let them sleep on, and went back a third time to pray, going over the same ground one last time.

Jesus left most of his disciples and took only Peter, James and John.  He asked them to walk with him to watch and pray.  Jesus went on alone a little farther.  The disciples slept.  Jesus woke them and they slept again.
The lesson to be learned here is that the struggle with God is personal.  It's not something one can do in a group.  James, John and Peter did not sleep because they did not care.  They slept because it was not their struggle.  The struggle belonged to Jesus and while others could support him, it was really his struggle and his alone.  No one could struggle for him or with him.
For Jesus, the struggle was about being true to who he was.  He said he had come for purpose.  His struggle was whether or not to remain true for that purpose, to who he was.

Recent events have brought our denomination a unique opportunity to wrestle with God.  However, while the struggle may be something many of us have a chance to do at the same time, the struggle itself will be personal.  The struggle will be as each of us takes hold of God in our solitude and struggles.

The struggle will not be done in groups.  Many individuals may struggle at the same time, but each one in the group must struggle alone.  In the end, groups can only make decisions, decide this is what the group will or will not do.  Only an individual can really wrestle with God.  
Another important thing to keep in mind is that the outcome of wrestling with God is not certain.  Jacob became Israel, the God Wrestler, and was reconciled with his brother.  Jesus went on to be crucified.  So it is with our individual struggles, we may prosper or we may suffer.  The results are not nearly as important as the struggle itself.  In the wrestling we will find if we are remaining true to who we are, to what our purpose is.
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