 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1FACING THE ISSUE

Thoughts on the testimony of ex-homosexuals

By Rev. David A. Garrecht

–It’s not a theological issue, but theology can address it.

–It’s not a social issue of discrimination, although we’ve been led to believe it is.

–It’s a moral issue; behavior that is ultimately destructive to humanity.

“Homosexual” is not what you are, it’s what you do; just as being a “smoker” is determined by what you do, not who you are.

Being homosexual by definition is determined only by taking another person of the same sex as a sex partner.  

If you love someone of the same sex, but unrelated to you, that doesn’t make you a homosexual; it fulfills a need we all have to connect with someone –a need not fulfilled in family relationships.

It’s not your fault if you were molested as a child or sexually awakened by someone of the same sex, so that now normal sexual urges are immediately associated with that experience, whether traumatic or pleasurable.  That doesn’t make you a homosexual.

It’s not your fault if you were abused by someone older of the opposite sex, someone you thought you could trust –and needed to trust, so that now you simply cannot allow yourself to trust anyone of the opposite sex, yet need to have someone who can be trusted and be there for you. That doesn’t make you a homosexual.

If you’re a girl growing up who liked to do what pop culture calls “boy things” you might be called a “tom boy,” but that doesn’t make you a homosexual.  Former tomboys often make the best mothers.

If you’re a boy who is sensitive and creative rather than crude or athletic, exhibiting characteristics pop culture calls “effeminate,” that doesn’t make you homosexual.  Such men require much less training to be good husbands.

If, because you don’t fit someone’s stereotypes or preconceptions, you are led to self-identify as homosexual by peers, teachers, parents, media, or whoever, that doesn’t make you a homosexual.

You see, all of us are born sinners, and apt to be led astray, willfully even. And some of us may be more at risk than others to act on our impulses with just a little encouragement.  Jesus had very little tolerance for anyone who would lead youngsters into wrong behavior (see Matthew 18:6). 

All the factors that seem to convince a person he or she is homosexual are developmentally acquired feelings, learned behavior, or conditioned responses to personal experiences –often from the earliest years.  Or it could be a consciously preferred alternative to having to tolerate and get along with someone of the opposite sex.  Thus one’s identity is formed as a personal construct of “who I am” and just seems integral to “how I’m made.”

The fact, however, is that no one is born homosexual –or heterosexual, for that matter.  We are all simply born to be sexual beings.  Our means of expressing our identity –including our sexuality and our preferences for relationship –are developed or acquired as we grow from infancy to adulthood.

The Bible is very clear, however, that being homosexual is specifically defined behaviorally as using someone of the same sex as a genital sex partner in various modes of unnatural, perverted intercourse. Given our developmental experiences we may not have chosen how we feel about ourselves, or how we feel toward someone else; but we do have a choice as to with whom we will engage in sex.

If we opt for homosexual intercourse, the aggregate consequences of this behavior are statistically dismal: medically, psychologically, spiritually, mentally, socially, culturally –in just about every aspect of human life.  History records the disintegration of every human civilization which embraced homosexuality.

No wonder the Bible calls it an abomination! It virtually self-destructs God’s beloved children, each of whom He knows even by name.

But the Bible also reveals hope.  St. Paul, in naming homosexual partners among several other sexual and social sinners, says of church members, “and such were some of you. But you were baptized, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.” (1Corinthians 6:9-11) Change was not only possible, it had happened!

In His ministry Jesus kept a perfect balance of Truth and Love –an equal importance of both facts and relationships –in fulfilling the will of God: Righteousness and Lovingkindness; Justice and Mercy; Holiness and Forgiveness.  And the Good News He demonstrated is that the former is made possible through the latter: Love opens the door for Truth; Forgiveness leads to Holiness. Relationships do not preempt facts, but right relationships allow facts to be acknowledged, right and wrong to be discerned.. 

Today there are literally thousands of former homosexuals –gays, lesbians, the whole spectrum of GLBTetc –who testify to the transforming power of Jesus Christ in their lives:

$ 
Those who had thought they were “born that way” were “born again” to a new life in Christ.

$ 
Those who thought they were created to be gay became a New Creation.

$ 
Those who had thought their sexual orientation was innate and unchangeable were set free from these mythical preconceptions by the revealing power of God’s own Truth in Christ Jesus.

$ 
Those who had been clinging to a relationship that was a bulwark against loneliness and despair found in Christ the blessed assurance of a Love that would not ever let them go.

The unconditional Love of God, the ever-present fellowship of the Holy Spirit in the Community of Faith, the Forgiveness and Lovingkindness of the Savior Lord Jesus simply turned their lives around to become the whole, fulfilled, secure, confident, out-reaching persons they were meant to be. There was a paradigm shift in their understanding of who they are; their personal identity construct underwent a radical make-over, and they became reconciled to their loving heavenly Father.

TO GOD IN CHRIST BE ALL THE GLORY AND PRAISE!!!

