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There are no second-class citizens in Heaven
“Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ…” (Romans 5:1)
This is my testimony as an American Baptist minister who is gay. I have ministered in American Baptist churches for over 45 years. You have been talking about me.

I accepted Jesus Christ as my personal Savior at the age of 14 in a GARB church in Watts, Los Angeles. I heard the call to ministry at the age of 17. That church wanted to ordain and call me as pastor.

I left the GARBC when I realized they believed that blacks could not enter heaven. I became a liberal when I realized the CBA accepted as Christians only those who had a similar religious experience and theology as theirs. I became an American Baptist and not Southern Baptist because of the American Baptist practice of soul liberty and church freedom. I used my Scofield Bible in seminary.

As pastor in my first church, I stopped the practice of second-class membership when the Deacons agreed that a prospective member who smoked could become a Deacon. In addition, after 50 years experience, they agreed that women could become Deacons.


A former Executive Minister as pastor deliberately drove a pastor’s widow out of a local church because her son is gay. The GARBC asked if I was a Christian when I became an American Baptist.  The CBA asked if I was a premillennialist and pretribulationist, but I could not be a midtribulationist and be a Christian. An ABC pastor’s wife in Massachusetts asked me if I was a Christian since I am gay. I have provided support, counseling, and therapy to hundreds of ABC pastors and executives ministers about what it means to be gay.


American Baptists rejected slavery in 1845 by saying there are no second-class citizens in the Kingdom of God. American Baptists said there are no second-class citizens when they ministered to white emigrants from Europe. American Baptists said there are no second-class citizens when they ministered to Japanese Americans in the interment camps during WWII. American Baptists say there are no second-class citizens when resettling refugees from Africa, Asia, Latin America, and Eastern Europe. 

Through four divisions in 150 years, American Baptists continue to maintain theological integrity. The ABC will be faithful to Christ through this one as well.


I have four questions for my ministerial colleagues. (1) Who among you has not felt the pain of being a second-class citizen but found hope in the ABC? (2) Why is the condition of homosexuality so terrifying to you when it is not a religious issue? (3) Why are you afraid that others will separation when the denomination stands for soul liberty and church freedom that are hallmarks of American Baptists? (4) If the New Scofieldites prevail on the issue of second-class membership, what will be their next issue?

Reflecting on the April 2 Jerusalem Council, my observation is that as participants we simply stated a position and then went on to another topic.  It seemed like we agreed to disagree but did not challenge stated positions. Perhaps we should have defined and agreed on definitions before seeking solutions or possibilities. Among the terms and positions we neglected to define are:

1. Jesus Christ as personal Savior

2. I am Gay.

3. Homosexuality is a sin.

4. I am not sure about it either way.

5. I come from a different Baptist background.

6. I pray in tongues.

7. Homosexuality is not a religious issue.

8. New Scofieldities

9. Old Scofieldities

10. Scofielditis

11. Second-class church membership

12. What will be the next (ABC divisive) issue?

As an addendum, I am thankful for Dr. Earle Riley, former pastor of the First Baptist Church, Ontario, CA. for introducing me to the American Baptist understanding and practice of soul liberty and church freedom, when as a college student I was seeking a church home. I believe the church leaders in ABCPSW would do well to emulate Riley.

American Baptist Definitions
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Jesus Christ as personal Savior. An individual act of commitment and acceptance of Jesus based on John 3:16 and Romans 3:23. Jesus took the punishment for us when he died on the cross. “Born again” is a Biblical concept.
I am Gay. “Gay” defines who males/females are without the derogatory sense of ‘homosexual.’ “Homo” as in homosapiens means the same.  “Homo” means man in Latin and in Greek, means “the same.” “Gay” implies happiness or contentment, a state of being.
Homosexuality is a sin. To some, sex is a sin but marriage gives one license to engage in it—some even limit the license to the intention to produce children.  For others, the prohibitions against same sex relations in the Bible make it a sin.  Failure to see that there are similar prohibitions does not seem to bother the anti-gay New or Old Scofieldites. The modern view is that sex is an expression of personal pleasure and commitment.

I am not sure about it (homosexuality) either way. No one is fully male without any female traits and vice versa. This statement appears to come from those who cannot come to grips with the issue, or for whom the issue raises homophobic emotions.
I come from a different Baptist background. ABC is historically a welcoming and affirming denomination. Since the eighteenth century, Baptists have divided repeatedly into the varieties we see today. It was the SBC, GARBC, and CBA that separated from ABC. Disenfranished pastors and members from these and other groups continued to rejoin the ABC. Among the religious issues that ABC stands for by welcoming, others are anti-slavery, Charismatic movement, church governance, soul liberty, and ecumenical cooperation.  

I pray in tongues. Praying in the esoteric language of the Spirit is a function of the Charismatic experience. During the 1960s, the ABC struggled with the meaning and place of the Charismatic experience within the ABC. Because of the welcoming and affirming position of ABC, pastors and others who are Charismatic find a home within the ABC.

Homosexuality is not a religious issue. Sex is not a religious issue-relationships and the human treatment of human beings is the basis for morality. For Scofieldites, sex is the primary religious issue. This belief results in issues like abortion, homosexuality, same-sex marriage, divorce, contraception, in vitro fertilization, etc. etc. are all religious issues. Sexuality has existed from the beginning of time. The use of sexuality is the Biblical issue, not heterosexuality nor homosexuality.

New Scofieldities. New Scofield Believers (NSB) interprets 2nd Tim 2:15 to mean they have the truth for dividing Scripture and their statement of faith is correct. Everyone else is a non-Bible believer. NSBs deny the American Baptist emphasis on soul liberty and Biblical authority.
Old Scofieldities. Old Scofield Believers (OSB) interprets 2nd Tim 2:15 to mean the correct division of Scripture indicates premillenial, pretribulation, and sometimes midtribulation positions. Fundamentalists believe any other division of Scripture is in error. Dispensationalism is the theology of the Bible Institutes and Bible Colleges. It denies Biblical authority. 
Scofielditis. Scofielditis is a spiritual and behavioral “diver’s disease” of pride, coercion, and separation afflicting NSBs. A possible cure for scofielditis is to follow Matthew 4:24 and come to Jesus for healing. (Additional, see Mt. 5:3-20.)
Second-class church membership. ABC Regional Executive Ministers (REMs) in a Pastoral Letter (11/20/04), continue to establish second-class membership among clergy and laity. For decades, REMs have vetoed various minorities from leadership positions, such as graduating from the wrong seminary or from the wrong part of the country, being female, ethnic minorities, racial minorities, or being too old or too young. Now they choose to make another group of second-class citizens. The practice of the REMs is “In the kingdom but not of the kingdom.” Any church office or church ritual should be available to all members. Where are the Jitsuo Morikawa’s, Donna Anderson’s, and Chuck Bodie’s when we need them? There are no second-class citizens in heaven.
What will be the next (ABC divisive) issue? It is hard to predict the future. The expressed issues may not be the real issues. Homosexuality is not the issue but Biblical Authority is the real issue. Power and authority will likely continue to be the basis for every issue. In 160 years, the ABC has survived four divisive divisions. If, American Baptists continue to be a welcoming and affirming denomination, we will survive this present assault on soul liberty, church freedom, and equal citizenship.


