 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1WELCOMING AND WITNESSING CHURCHES
There are many within the American Baptist family who are opposed to “Gay Rights” and the endorsement, encouragement and acceptance of homosexuality and other “gender benders” within our contemporary society. However, our opposition is based on love rather than hate, contrary to the claims of others. Our preference is that our culture move forward in paths of righteousness, truth, and honest love in the manner of Christ’s ministry.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Surely as Christians we do not oppose love for one another. Neither is there great harm in forming a chaste and celibate household with same-sex roommates who do not, nor do they wish to, sexualize their relationship. And although we would not call such an arrangement –even a long-term arrangement –a “family,” we recognize everyone’s need for primary relationships of trust and caring concern, loving and being loved by someone you know will always be “there for you”, as well as for a sense of identity and of belonging. We also recognize that same-sex relationships inevitably fall short of the ultimate in human relational fulfillment which comes from that of one man and one woman happily united in marriage, with the hope, or accomplishment, of enlarging the family with children through procreation or adoption. Daily interaction with both mother and father are essential to the balanced and optimum development of each child.
We do not endorse, encourage or condone homosexual intimacy. There is just too much harm and heartache, and ultimate destruction of precious persons which comes of this behavior. It's no great wonder that the Bible defines this behavior as "abhorrent" to God, who loves and cares about each of His children. Besides being supported by theologians of Christianity and other world religions, our position is supported by physicians, psychiatrists, psychologists, behavioral scientists, sociologists, anthropologists, and cultural historians.

Speaking the truth in love, we are willing to refute the mythology of homosexual immutability, providing evidence that homosexuality is neither inborn, innate, nor unchangeable; and we will readily supply documented studies and research showing the medical, psychological, social and spiritual damage done to persons by this behavior, as well as by other forms of abuse and misuse of the sacred gift of human sexuality. In Bible study and dialogue we will share Biblical evidence that this is unacceptable human behavior which portends dire consequences for individuals and even for nations or civilizations which would accommodate it. But above all, we will show sincere love and concern for each person and the life issues they confront. Our conclusion is that sexual perversion is wrong, and will ultimately destroy those who accept it as “an alternate lifestyle.”

Recognizing a rift of different perspectives even among some sister churches who opt for an “Welcoming and Affirming” ministry (which seems to require convoluted Biblical interpretation and denial of scientific and medical fact), we prefer to be perceived as “Welcoming and Witnessing Churches.” We acknowledge that we are all sinners in need of forgiveness by the grace of God. Thus each congregation is seen and experienced as 


“. . . a church community open and receptive to all persons seeking spiritual fulfillment; churches with a ministry of witness to the all-embracing love, truth and righteousness of Almighty God our Heavenly Father revealed in Christ Jesus His Son, and to the transforming power of His unconditional love for every individual, each of whom is created in His image and whom He knows even by name.”

Our faith is grounded in and directed by the Holy Scriptures culminating in the Gospel of Christ in the New Testament. Key chapters in regard to our position include not only those proscribing homosexual behavior (e.g. Leviticus 18:22; Romans 1:24-27; 1Corin. 6:9; et al), but also John 15, Romans 12, 1Cor. 13, and Ephesians 4-5. Reading whole chapters from the Bible is always better than one- or two-verse “proof texts,” but Bible reading should not stop there. The New Testament presents the full Gospel of God’s redeeming and transforming love. The Old Testament reflects its roots. We endorse a regular diet of Bible reading at home, Bible study with others, and prayerfully seeking to know God’s Will through His Word as we are guided by the Holy Spirit within the community of faith.
